United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, Virginia 223 13-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 


FILING DATE 


FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 


ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 


CONFIRMATION NO. 


10/519,727 


07/20/2005 


Thomas Focke 


10191/3658 


5149 



26646 7590 03/05/2007 

KENYON & KENYON LLP 
ONE BROADWAY 
NEW YORK, NY 10004 



EXAMINER 



BARKER. MATTHEW M 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3662 



SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD OF RESPONSE 



MAIL DATE 



DELIVERY MODE 



3 MONTHS 



03/05/2007 



PAPER 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire 6 MONTHS 
from the mailing date of this communication. 



PTOL-90A (Rev. 10/06) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/519,727 


Applicant(s) 

FOCKE ET AL. 


Examiner 

Matthew M. Barker 


Art Unit 

3662 





•• The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Information Disclosure Statement 

1 . The listing of references in the Search Report is not considered to be an 
information disclosure statement (IDS) complying with 37 CFR 1.98. 37 CFR 1.98(a)(2) 
requires a legible copy of: (1) each foreign patent; (2) each publication or that portion 
which caused it to be listed; (3) for each cited pending U.S. application, the application 
specification including claims, and any drawing of the application, or that portion of the 
application which caused it to be listed including any claims directed to that portion, 
unless the cited pending U.S. application is stored in the Image File Wrapper (IFW) 
system; and (4) all other information, or that portion which caused it to be listed. In 
addition, each IDS must include a list of all patents, publications, applications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office (see 37 CFR 1.98(a)(1) and (b)), 
and MPEP § 609.04(a), subsection I. states, "the list ... must be submitted on a 
separate paper." Therefore, the references cited in the Search Report have not been 
considered. Applicant is advised that the date of submission of any item of information 
or any missing element(s) will be the date of submission for purposes of determining 
compliance with the requirements based on the time of filing the IDS, including all 
"statement" requirements of 37 CFR 1 .97(e). See MPEP § 609.05(a). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
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A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or. a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 12-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Stiller 
(DE 19962997). The cited paragraphs in this Office action refer to US 2002/0072869, 
an English equivalent of the German publication. 

Stiller discloses a method and apparatus for calibrating sensors in a motor 
vehicle (see Figure 1), including a radar sensor (3) and an imaging sensor (2) (see 
paragraph 0020), wherein the sensors are calibrated by an analyzing unit (7) using a 
common calibration target which includes at least two reference features (6) (see 
paragraph 0021). Stiller determines the calibration data in a single operation (Figure 3) 
(35). The sensors are aligned such that the calibration object is in a detection range of 
each sensor; the object is detected using each sensor, and calibration data for the 
sensors is determined from data regarding the calibration object (paragraphs 0021- 
0022). Reference data from one of the sensors and data regarding the calibration 
object from the other sensor is used to form the calibration data for the sensors 
(paragraph 0012). The calibration data is stored and processed (paragraph 22). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
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the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 22-23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Stiller as applied to claim 1 9 above, and further in view of Schirmer et al. (6,363,61 9). 

Stiller does not disclose that the reference feature includes a triple mirror with 
calibration marks. 

Schirmer discloses a related vehicle sensor calibration system with a reference 
feature including triple mirror (209) (Fig 2A) with calibration marks (211, 212). It would 
have been obvious to modify Schirmer to use a triple mirror with calibration marks as 
taught by Stiller as a reference feature in order to reflect radar waves in the same 
direction as they came, and the calibration marks to help align the system correctly, 
therefore increasing the effectiveness of the calibration system. (Stiller column 4, lines 
54-60). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. The cited art relates to various sensor calibration systems. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew M. Barker whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3103. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F, 8:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thomas Tarcza can be reached on (571)272-6979. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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